
While homeland security is a very important issue, the protection of fundamental civil and constitutional rights for American citizens is even more important. The language and intent of this proposed legislation (see attachments), is an affront to every citizen who believes in the promise flowing from the self-evident truth that all men are created equal, and the guarantee of equal treatment in the Fourteenth Amendment to our Constitution. That the sponsors of this legislation have demonstrated an apparent willingness to break both the promise, as well as the guarantee, for hundreds of thousands of American citizens is unconscionable. To do so without inviting these citizen’s input or consent is abhorrent.

According to the 2000 census, there are over 440,000 non-Indians who live on Indian reservations in this country, and over 3,300,000 non-Indians who live on some classification of "Indian land". If you factor out the population of the large Navajo reservation there are actually more non-Indians than Indians living on America's reservations. These demographics are the direct result of federal Indian policies, and are not the fault of any person or group. These people and groups have been, and continue to be, the victims of these same federal policies. 

Indeed, it is time to correct these policies, not exacerbate the current conflict and differences with this legislation. It is time to finally provide the aforementioned promise and guarantee to all Americans, regardless of where in this country they may choose to reside or do business....even Indian reservations. It is well known to residents in "Indian Country" that the promise and guarantee do not exist for Indian Americans who reside on reservations. These American citizens have been, and continue to be, unfairly discriminated against by the federal government and tribal authorities. Now, S. 578 and H.R. 2242 would extend that discrimination to all persons who may come into contact with tribal authority. The bills clearly subjugate everyone on the reservation (plus "any person, activity or event having sufficient contacts" with a reservation or a tribal member) to the criminal and civil laws of whatever "form of government" and court system tribes choose. Since participation in tribal government is limited to Indians who are tribal members, non-tribal citizens would not have the right to vote or participate in the government that makes, judges, and enforces the laws, regulations and taxes that would control their families, property, businesses and communities. In addition, the U.S. Constitution, its precious Bill of Rights and its Fourteenth Amendment guarantee do not bind tribal governments.

In the past, during times of war, our federal government has made horrible mistakes by denying citizens their civil and constitutional rights. In S. 578 & H.R. 2242 Congress is again considering similar mistakes. Please avoid these mistakes by voting against S. 578 and H.R. 2242. Instead, support the promise of equality and the guarantees of full constitutional protections.....for all Americans.


Sincerely,
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Elaine D. Willman, Chair

	cc/enc:  Governor Bill Owens
              Editor, Time Magazine
              Editor, Newsweek Magazine
              Editor, Native American Press
              Editor, Rocky Mountain News
              Editor, Denver Post
 
	cc/enc:  Editor, Colorado Springs Gazette
              Editor, Fort Collins Coloradoan
              Bill O'Reilly, Fox News
              Rush Limbaugh, EIB
              CERA Board Members


