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Northwood Crossing Casino...

Activecitizensimpact casino building
process--what hashappened sinceJanuary

by CraigMayberry
Oneyear ago North County Com-
munity Alliance (NCCA) stated that it
wastheresponsibility of thiscommu-
nity to uncover every rock to makesure
everythingwasdonelegdly. Ithasbeen
enormoudy timeconsuming toinvesti-
gateevery action, but we havelearned
anincredibleamount about the process.
Unfortunately, we have learned
that most casnosarebuiltillegdly, with-
out proper permitsand with complete
disregard to environmental issues. We
have alsolearned, however, that when
acommunity comestogether theright
thing does happen and casinosfail.
We have a so learned theimpor-
tance of theroleof € ected government
officias. Pleasebemindful of theex-
perience of our community aswe pre-
parefor electionsnext year.
Environmental Update:
Severeflooding occurred at the
casinosteonMarch 12 and March 24,
reiterating citizen concernsabout con-
struction and ongoing activities at the
ste. Wemust now also deal with wet-
landsdesignation and the contradiction
between Whatcom County and the
Army Corp of Engineers.
Theresponse of the EPA hasbeen
lackluster, but the most senior person
inWashington Stateisvisitingthesite
onMay 22, and seeing theactual loca-
tionmay changehismind (plushavinga
number of digpleased citizensvoicethar
concerns). Please continueto contact
the EPA and expressyour concerns.
On May 24 we will update the

community on our conversationswith
the EPA. If you have specific environ-
mental concernsand would liketo par-
ticipate in the conversation, contact
CraigMayberry at 441-9903.

L egal Update:

A coupleof court rulingsandin-
formation related to the site has dra-
metically bolstered our court case. Dick
Sephens, our atorney, hasbeen heavily
involved inanother Federa case, buta
strategy will be mapped out between
thetimeof thiswritingand May 24. We
fully intend on being back in courtin
thenear future. Pleaseattend theevent
with Chad Hillsand receivean update.
Liquor License:

Finally, after much delay, the
Washington State Liquor Control Board
(WSLCB) approvedtheliquor license
for the Northwood Crossing casino.
TheNCCA will continueto searchfor
avenuesto opposethe casino and the
liquor licensegpproval.
Construction: (seephoto p.6)

Construction remainsat avirtual
standstill. Thecasinowasoriginally
scheduleto openin March of 2007, now
itisunlikely itwill even openthisyear,
andislookingmoreand morelikeitwill
never open. Theeffortsof local citi-
zensishaving asgnificant impact, and
at least dowing construction. Despite
thewonderful successthat wehave had
so far, we must remain diligent as a
community and continueto put pres-
sureon the State and Federal govern-
ment. If thegovernment doestheir job,
thecasinowill never open.

An Important Event-

Please attend:
Chad Hills
Analyst for Gambling Research
Focusonthe Family
7pm, May 24
Sonlight Community Church (8800
Bender Rd)

Help wanted at NW
Washington Fair

Last year theNorth County Com-
munity Alliance (NCCA) hosted a
booth at the NW Washington Fair in
Lynden. Information was presented
opposing the proposed Northwood
Crossing Casino. Therewas agreat
response.

Weareplanning to beat thefair
again and need your help to staff the
booth. If youwouldliketo participate,
contact theNCCA. (Seecontact infor-
mation on newd etter cover.) Therewill
beapre-fair meetingtosignupfor days
and timesin two-hour increments.

At last year’sfair we had a peti-
tiontosignwhich at least 2000 people
signed. Copies of that petition were
sent to the Washington State Liquor
Control Board and our local county
council. Because of the petition and
hundredsof |ettersfrom the community
the WSL CB hasnot yet made adeci-
sonregarding theliquor license appli-
cation. Your involvement works.
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fight continues today...

Community fought casino a century ago;

by Jeff Fullner

It may comeasasurprisetoyou
but casinos and prostitution are no
strangersto Whatcom County. Infact,
casinoshaveshared adark placeinour
history that spanned nearly half acen-
tury; an embarrassing part of our his-
tory that most historiansand politicians
wouldliketoforget.

Inthelate 1800'sand early 1900's
asWhatcom County was beginning to
take shape, menwerecoming fromall
parts of the world to cash in on the
wealth of Northwest salmon, gold
minesand timber that provided jobsand
opportunities unparalleled even by
today’s standards. These opportuni-
tiesbrought with them an undercurrent
of prostitution and gambling that was
centered primarily in the vicinity of
today’sFairhavendidtrict. Thecasinos
and brothelswere sought toexploit men
seeking entertainment asaresult of a
population explosion that included a
hugeimbalanceintheratio of mento
women.

IN1903, F.D. YdeAllen Campbell
and J.F. Wellswere appointed investi-
gatorsto attend the Bellingham Casino
Theatrewhilerepresentingasmdl group
of concerned Bellingham citizensover
the activitiesrumored to be occurring
at theCasino. Thereport reads, “ Snce
the Casino has become engrafted,
like a bloodsucker, upon our munici-
pal body and islicensed by the* pow-
ersthat be” to do business...we con-
cluded to visit that prosperous and
seemingly necessary institution and
satisfy ourselves as to the
assurance...that “ everything is run
alright.” Campbell had heardinapub-
lic speech that “the Casino wasworse
than either thesaloon or thebrothd , for
it wasthe open door to both,” he said.

After payingtheir entry feeat the
door, they weregiven creditsto beused
at thecasinobar. Ontheir way tothe
bar, the manager spotted thetwo men
andinvited them upstairswherethein-

vestigators observed women with
“ painted faces protruding from half-
curtained boxes staring into clouds
of smoke through the bottoms of beer
glasses...the balcony contained
partly concealed men, women, beer
bottles, glassesand cigarettes... Two
of thesegirlswereabout 7to 10 years
old respectively. Aswe looked upon
their sweet, innocent, childish faces
and then glanced at the brazen, soul-
less forms of femal e depravity whose
sin-scarred faces had sought refuge
behind masks of paint, we shuddered
aswethought, ‘Hereisthe beginning
and there is the end of life for those
littlegirls.” My God!”

Could nearly a
century of laws and
regulations have
brought a new
element of integrity
to the gambling

indust?

Could nearly a century of laws
and regulations have brought anew €l-
ement of integrity to thegambling in-
dustry? In February 2007, Gary
Drumheller, special agent with the
Washington State Gambling Commis-
soninvestigated aprostitutionringin
Spokane, Washington. Drumheller re-
ported that Cheryl Mae Larson the
operator of alarge-scale escort service
alegedly laundered morethan $3 mil-
liondollarsin profitsfromher “ aleged”
prostitution ring through the casino.
“There are also someindicationsthat
she contacted her potentia customers
or they contacted her at the casino,”
Drumhéler said. Larsonremainsinjail
on $500,000 bond.

Why does prostitution and gam-
bling aways seem to come bound to-

gether inthe samepackageded? Re-
searchersat the National Council on
Problem Gambling suggest that 5% of
Americansarehighly susceptibleto se-
veregambling addictionthet affectsthem
much in the same way cocaine does.
Thereport continues, “...teenswitha
gambling problem are morelikely to
engageinrisky behavior suchasunsafe
sex, bingedrinking, smoking marijuana
and skipping school .”

AnarticleintheMay 1997 issue
of USAreports, “In 1994, the Florida
Officeof Planning and Budgeting con-
ducted a study to project the costs of
legalizing casno gamblinginthestate.
The biggest potential gover nment
expenseturned out to bethat of in-
car cer ating all thenew pathological
gamblerswhoturntocrime.” The
real cost, for thisnew classification of
crimind will cost thestate of Horidajust
over six billiondollars. Youmay not be
agambler—but asataxpayer, you are
goingto beright thereat the Blackjack
tableready to pick up thetab when that
gambler loses.

Despitethe negativeimpact gam-
bling hashad on Americans, it hashad
apositiveimpact on reservationsac-
cording to an article in the Midwest
Hospitality Advisorsreport on Indian
gaminginMinnesota. “Indian unem-
ployment rates of 30 percent and more
aredropping to dmost nothing with the
emergenceof Indian casinos.”

Thecasinoswereallotted in or-
der for NativeAmericantribal members
toachievesovereignty ontheir own, but
itiscoming at avery high cost to tax-
payers. Americanswill gambleaway
nearly $550 billion dollars this year
alone; moredollarsthan will be spent
onfilms, books, amusement attractions
and recorded music combined!

In a Texas article by Howard
Kieth, hewrites, “In areeswherelegd-
ized gaming hasbeenintroduced, sharp
increasesin gambling addiction hasal-
waysfollowed, producing high rates of



more on how
community fought casno

divorce, unemployment, bankruptcy,
criminal activity, and health problems
amongitssufferers.” Hecontinues, “ The
destructive consequencesof legaized
gaming ALWAY S outstripsthe nomi-
nal benefitsproduced...and thedelete-
riouseffectsof legdized gaming should
be contained to the greatest extent pos-
shle”

Soistherehope against what ap-
pears to be an unrelenting attack on
nearly al levelsof even our most com-
monly held principlesof morality? In
Richmond Virginia, “...over adozen
casino companies pushedto legalize
riverboat gambling. They hired more
than 50 |obbyists, bought newspaper
ads, and even aired television commer-
cias. Whilethecasinosspent morethan
$800,000 on direct lobbying in Rich-
mond and millionsmoreonindirect lob-
bying acrossthe state; thousands of
citizens, armed with thefacts, mo-
bilized at the grassroots level
against the casinos. When the
smoke cleared, the gambling bill
wascrushed in committee.” (Horn,
USA Today)

In 1903, a small group of con-
cerned ditizensin Fairhaven got together
and eventually overturned thelawsal-
lowing casinos to thrive. Campbell
closeshis1903 report onthe Fairhaven
Casino Thesatrewith thefollowing ap-
pedl to the Fairhaven community: “ But
what profitethitamanthough hegaineth
the whole world and loseth his own
soul?...Wherethere'slifethereishope.
Wherethere'sdirt wewill usethe

soap.”
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Mexico shuts down off-shore casino
because of negativeimpact on culture

by Don K ooy

We have just returned from a
vacation in Cancun, Mexico. Theday
before our departure from that tropical
paradisewe had dinner at aCaribbean
seafront restaurant. We asked our
waiter why all the abandoned pilings
extended some 800 feet from shoreout
to sea. He told us there had been a
stationary casino boat therefor anum-
ber of years. However, the Mexican
Federal government stepped in and
halted al casino gambling inthe coun-
try of Mexico. Why?Thereasonthey
put astop to it was becauseit wasnot
only having adevastating effect onthe
nation’s economy but also increased
divorcerates, crime, teenage and adult
addiction, poverty, and government
corruption.

Looking into the casino problem
in other countries, wefound that Rus-
saand othershaved so outlawed gam-
blingfor thesamereasons. Perhapswe
couldlearnfromthesecountries. Let's
takealook at what ishappeningin our
country and state. Mr. John Kindt,
University of Illinoisprofessor, calcu-
latesthat for every dollar the statere-
ceivesingambling revenues, it coststhe
daed leest THREE dollarsinincressed
crimind judtice, socid welfareand other
expenses. Couldthisbethereasonwhy
our governor and team haveincreased
our taxation and continueto push for
more increases? Remember that on
March 30 Governor Gregoiresigneda
new tribal gambling compact that will
result inamassive expans on of gam-

Waysto get involved...

themon
| Contributeto the cause

[ | Writeletterstolegidators. Voiceyour opposition. Contact NCCA at
255-3885 or 354-5656 for assistance

[ | Writeto theliquor control board

| Put upa“No Casino” sign--if you need help, Ivan and Kay Likkel
will put oneup for you or replace your old one. 354-2208

[ | Sign theenclosed petition and get othersto Sign also

[ | Beinformed--lotsof info and booksat Jon’s Truck Repair--then pass

blinginour state! Weneedto keep a
close eye on Governor Gregoire and
follow themoney trail.

Further research shows the following
negative aspectsof casinos.

* The crime rate in gambling
communities is nearly double the national
average, accordingtoa1996 U.S. Newsand
World Report analysis.

* Teens are three times as likely as
adults to become addicted to gambling,
once exposed, according to Loma Linda
University Medical School Professor,
Durand Jacabs.

* .Children of compulsive gamblersdo
worse in school than their peers, are more
likely to engage in substance abuse, are
more susceptible to gambling and eating
disorders, and are more proneto depression,
according to the National Council on
Problem Gambling.

* At least two-thirds of compulsive
gamblers turn to crime to finance their
addiction, according to Valerie Lorenz,
director of the Compulsive Gambling Center
inBaltimore.

* A 1995 study of casino gamblersin
Wisconsin found that half had household
incomes below $30.000. Those with
incomes below $10,000 comprise 7 percent
and they report gambling losses of $1,900
annually.

* The Detroit News reports that
gambling-related bankruptcies in metro
Detroit have increased up to 40-fold since
the opening of alarge casino in neighboring
Windsor, Ontario.

* Counties that added casinos in the
early 1990's, have experienced NO additional
growth in new businesses, according to a
U.S News and World Report analysis.

* Gambling's ability to draw tourists
has been vastly overstated. Surveys in
Illinois and Wisconsin show that gambling
entrepreneurs make most of their profits
from residents, not tourists.

* Each problem gambl er costs society
an estimated $13,000 to $52,000 per year.

We--individuals, Chamber of
Commerce, churches, city council and
al other influentid organi zations-must
band together!
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Williams impressed with legidative reception

by Tom Willimas

InMarch my wife Katherineand
| traveled to Washington D.C. to at-
tended the CitizensEqual RightsAlli-
ance (CERA) 2007 conference. The
foundational basisfor the conference
wascivil rights. Equa Civil Rightsfor
American Indiancitizensand citizensof
al other ethnic backgrounds. The
CERA Mission Statement is: “ Federal
Indian Policy isunaccountable, destruc-
tive, racist and unconstitutional. Itis
therefore CERA'smissontoensurethe
equal protection of thelaw asguaran-
teedtoall citizensby the Constitution
of the United Statesof America.”

Therewere85individualsfrom
20 states and each individual repre-
sented thousandsin their hometowns.
AttendeeswerefromAfrican, Anglo,
Asan, European, Filipino and Hawai-
ian backgrounds as well as Crow,
Cherokee, Yakama, Temecula, Na-
vajo, and Oneida American Indian
Tribes.

The conference started with an
invocation and two days of speakers,
lectures, legd briefs, federa legidation
analysisand testimonia sfrom attend-
ees. Then camethree daysof meetings
on Capital Hill with Senators, Con-
gressmen, LegidativeAids, Department
Directorsand other staff discussingis-
sues. When meeting on Capital Hill, in
most all cases, and equally among all
political parties, wefound our elected
officials, appointeesand all other staff
to bevery accessible, politeandinter-
ested inwhat we cameto discuss. The
overdl experiencewasfabulous.

Topics for panelists and guest
speakersincluded: Land/Environment/
EPA lack of Federal enforcement; Law
Enforcement, Jurisdictional concerns,
Cross-Deputization and Homeland Se-
curity; Congressand Revisonof Laws,
and resultsof recent Litigation aswell
aspending or proposed Court Actions,;
Voting RightsAct, Election Issuesand
Corruption at theBalot Box; Econom-
ics, theirrefutable statistics/studieson

the negative Soci o-Economicimpact of
Gambling; Sovereignty —what it was
meant to be and what it has become;
Excessive Corruption within Federal
Indian Policy; The* AKAKA bill” (Na
tiveHawaiian Government Reorganiza:
tion Act — S. 310 and H.R. 505, the
actwhichwouldreplicateinHawaii all
the problems with Federal Indian
Policy); and finally, we heard thoughts,
experiencesand perspectivesfromthe
American Indianand NativeHawaiian
membersof the conference.

Fromfedera Indian Policy atrail
of injustice can betraced to communi-
tiesal over theUnited States. Individu-
alsfromall walksof lifefound them-
selvesin Washington D.C. at the con-
ferenceto expressther concerns, dam-
agesand dilemmasand propose solu-
tions.

...we found our
elected officials,
appointees and all
other staff to be very
accessible, polite
and interested in
what we came to
discuss.

How arecasnosinvolvedwiththis
issue? Since 1988 the Indian Gaming
Regulatory Act allowed and expanded
tribal gambling. Thisopened the door
and allowed casinos and the culture
envel oping them to exacerbateand fur-
ther corrupt every flaw associated with
Federal Indian Policy. Indian and non-
Indian citizenswho recognizethe prob-
lemsarerductant to becomeinvolved
for fear of retribution.

Non-Indians who become in-
volved arelabeled asracist and Indi-
answho becomeinvolved are harassed,
evicted, fired and sometimes

dissenrolled from their tribe.
‘Disenrolled’ isamethod of Tribal Ad-
minigirative Genocide. Triba members
arekicked-out and removed from all
tribal records. Civil rightsof Americans
living on thereservation and thoseliv-
ing off the reservation have been
trampled. Everythingwithin Federd In-
dian Policy that wasbad, gambling has
madeworse...

StoriesweheardinD.C. fromciti-
zens al over the United States were
cons stent with what transpired herein
North Whatcom County. A casino com-
pany starts a casino on short notice
claiming sovereignty fromall law. We
learn later that we have not been told
thetruth.

InD.C. theOfficeof Indian Gam-
ing stated that therequired application
has never been submitted for apermit
to place acasino on that property and
no land determination of eigibility for
casino placement has been compl eted.
Welearned that the casino project must
comply with Federal EPA regulations
likeany other commercid project. Cor-
rupt casino/gambling companiesand
their operativesfromwithin the United
Statesand al over theworld areusurp-
ingand exploiting tribal sovereignty for
themselves at the expense of therank
and file tribal members and the sur-
rounding community.
Who'stoblame?

No specific governmentd agency,
but Congress, The Department of In-
terior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Office
of Indian Gamingand TheNationd In-
dian Gaming Commission, whosedirec-
tors, membersand appointeeshaveal-
lowed and evenfacilitated thefraud and
corruption. Onething | fed certainof is
that most every American Indianisin-
nocent. Programsand policies, which
providetheenvironment for corruption,
need to befixed. But themost glaring
contributor to the current state of ex-
acerbationistribal gambling expansion



to anti-gambling cause

driven by casino companies. Casinos
abusetribal sovereignty, whichfacili-
tatesviolating Indian and non-Indian
citizens civil rights. Mgoritiesof tribes,
eventhe' casnotribes liveinsubstan-
dard conditions. We could help our
AmericanIndianfriends, fellow citizens
and thiscounty by eliminating theinflu-
enceof billion dollar gambling casino
companies... They arethe epitome of
gluttonouscorruption. They arenct free
enterprise; they areoppressiveand cre-
ateeconomic cannibalism.

The U.S. government National
Gambling Impact Study of June 18™,
1999 recommendsamor atorium on
gambling. It states, ” The membersof
the Commission agreethat thereisa
need for a*“ pause’ in the growth of
gambling.” “ Becausethe search for
answers takes time, some
policymakers may wish to impose an
explicit moratorium on gambling
expansion while awaiting further
research and assessment.”

effectsof gambling. If the study indi-
catesaseverenegativeeffect (virtualy
every independent sudy has), gambling
should berecriminalized through leg-
idativeor citizeninitiative processes.
State legidlators should be contacted
and encouraged to take these actions.

Confronted with our situation at
hand and an awareness, which has
grownfifty foldinthelast twevemonths,
we believe the community should be
vigoroudly opposing gambling expan-
sion. Herein Whatcom County wecan
start to remedy thissituation by oppos-
ing The Northwood Crossing Casino.
TheNorth County Community Alliance
hasbeen effective, helpthemfinishthe
job. Contact NCCA, P.O. Box 934,
Lynden, Wa 98264, www.agyes.org
360-255-3885, get involved and get on
themallinglis.
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We need your
support!

Thank you for your continued
support.. The conflict
continuesthisyear and the
NCCA needsyour continued
financial support. Research,
legal action, and lawyer fees
requirealot of money.
Therefore we are asking you
to step up and help our
community by preventing the
Northwood Crossing Casino
from opening itsdoors. We are
being effective. Send your
contributionsto:

NCCA

Box 934

Lynden, WA 98264

Willman impacts community

Elaine D. Willman, author, national speaker and Indian civil rights
activist appeared Feb.8 at the Lynden Community Center. Over 100
people attended to hear her speak regarding the effects of casinos on a
community. Therewasa so an early morning meeting at the Fairway Cafeanda
luncheon meeting at Homestead where nearly 100 more businessmen, local
community leaders, county council members, accountants and
bankers participated. These meetings were very informational and filled
with darming facts about casinos.

If you haven't heard Elaine speak, please get her book Going to Pieces,
the Dismantling of the United Sates of America. Get the book at Jon’s
Truck Repair or from an NCCA member. Also, you don't want to missour up
coming meetingswith Chad Hillsfrom Focus on the Family, May 24, 7:00,
Sonlight CRC.

Silenceis consent

Many other countrieshaveiden-
tified gambling asahuge problem and
taken action. In 2006 Russia closed
2230 casinosand will alow only four
to operatewithin the country in“ unin-
habited areas’. Chinatotally banned
gambling (except in Macao). Turkey
banned casinosin 1998, IndiaBanned
lotteriesin 1998, Norway banned all
dot machinesin 2007, Trinidad banned
all slot machinesin 2006 and online
gamblingin 2007, South K oreabanned
onlinegambling in 2006, Kazakhstan
banned gamblingin 2007 (except two |
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E?Aieggzaj)Oéiﬂéz?Iﬁfn;?om. j!f you do not give your consent to a casino being built
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I
Business Conference, February 10-11, 1N€ar Lynden, WA sign the petition below and mail itto |
2007). Also, the United Stated banned 1P-O. Box 934, Lynden, WA 98264. We fedl it isvital for |
internet gamblingin 2006 :the preservation and well-being of our community. :
__InWeshingionSate, weneedan  Gignatyre  Printed Name Address
immediate mor atorium on gambling
expangon. Thiscanbelegidated at the 1 l
statelevel. Wethen need astatewide !
impact study on the socio-economic I
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Listen to Chad Hills,

the analyst for Gambling
Research in the Public Policy
Dept. at Focus on the Family.

Thisrenouned Christian
researcher, writer, and lecturer

will speak
at

Sunlight Community Church
on
Thursday, May 24 at 7 pm

Please put thisimportant date
on your calendar
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