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Northwood Crossing Casino...
Why community should be concerned

by Tom Williams
On Wednesday
Jan. 3, TheLynden
Tribune stated that
the May, 2006, an-
nouncement of
Northwood Cross-
ing Casno congruc-
tion project was the biggest story of
2006. What have welearned over the
past year about the Northwood Cross-
ing Casino and casinosin generd?
First, they operateunder theradar
in planningand constructingtheca-
sinos. This casino project was an-
nounced only at thelast minute. Why?
It followsthetemplate used by hundreds
of casino projects across the nation
designed to catch communitiesoff guard
and eliminate opportunitiesto get or-
ganized and learnthefacts. Thecasino
buildershopecommunitieswill giveup
witha" done-ded” “nothingwecando”
atitude. ButinLynden, thecasnobuild-
ers did not receive that expected re-
sponse.

Second, they donot want any casino
competition by off-reservation ca-
sinos. The 2004 Washington State I ni-
tiative 892 (which proposed to allow
off-reservation gambling expansion
equivalent to on reservation) was op-
posed by amassvefivemillion+ dollar
campaign funded by tribal casinoin-
terests. What did thecampaign say
about gambling? They said, “ Ex-
panding gamblingwill resultinin-
creased family financial problems
that lead to domestic violence, theft,
alcohol and drug abuseand unem-
ployment” “It’sbad for our families,
bad for local gover nments, bad for
taxpayers and bad for our
economy” . We could not agreemore.

These statements are true, but were
madefor the sole purpose of maintain-
ing their monopoly on gambling profits.
Initiative 892 lost by asubstantial mar-
gin ashavethree other similar Wash-
ingtongamblinginitiatives VVotersover-
whelmingly opposegambling. Itisin-
nateto know that gamblingisthrowing
money away.

Third, they negatively impact the
local economy. If unchecked, the pro-
gressonfollowingacasino grand open-
ingwill start with massiveprofits. Even
withtheprofitsthetribal casinowill be
eligiblefor hefty federd subsidiesfrom
your tax dollars, unfair tax exemptions
and special unfair preferences. Sur-
rounding land valueswill drop dramati-
cally and surrounding businesseswill
falter and close. Depreciated proper-
tiessurrounding the casinowill beac-
quired. County tax revenuewill belost
and remaining non-triba land taxeswill
increase.

Finally, non-taxable casino profits
hardly help the local tribe. Prof.
Kindt likened thecasinoto “Economic
Cannibaism” of theexisting economy.
Thecasnowill create” Economic Dev-
agation”. TimeMagaz nereported that
Indian casinosare not what the propo-
nentspromise. Whilethey makehillions,
the profitsdo not go to thetribesor to
thepoor. Big businessgamblinginves-
torsand companies (alwaysbased out
of your community and sometimeseven
out of the United States) rakein most
profits—tax-free. Thecasnoisherefor
your cash now. Your cash and the ca-
sinowill be gonetomorrow. You and
your family live hereand the commu-
nity ishereto stay.

The proposed Northwood casino must
be opposed. L egidation must be passed

Mark your

calendar!
ElaineWillman

noted author, national
speaker, activist to speak
about tribal casino issues at
Lynden Senior Center on
Thursday, Feb. 8 at 7 PM

Elaineisauthor of the recently
published book, Going to
Pieces, the Dismantling of the
United Sates of America.
Also, at the meeting get an
update of the proposed North-
wood Crossing Casino.
Donations will be accepted.

to restrict this gambling expansion
plague on our state. If hundreds of
peopleget involved and takeaction by
writing and raising fundsto opposethe
casino, it’'s probable the casino will
never open. If youwanttojointhiscriti-
cal effort, please call NCCA at 255-
3885 or 354-5656.
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Current issuesre Northwood CrosangCasno

by Craig Mayberry
Environmental Update
Theenvironmental concernsover the
Northwood Crossings Casino have
centered on the storm water runoff and
treatment of waste generated by the
casino development. The EPA is
requiring the Nooksack Tribetofollow
thenormal permitting processfor waste
treatment. Part of the EPA processcdls
for apublic comment period after the
EPA hasreceived the waste treatment
plans and prior tothe EPA issuing a
permit. Thereisnotasimilar process
in the EPA to deal with storm water
runoff and it appears no one has
jurisdiction over making sure
surrounding properties are protected.
Thiswill likely fdl intothefederd lavsuit
against the National Indian Gaming
Commissonwhoisrequired by law to
protect the environment.
L egal Update

Thefederd lawsuit against theNationa
Indian Gaming Commission (NIGC)
was put on hold until we had more

information fromthe EPA. Now that
wehaveaclearer understanding of the
environmental issues we will again
proceed with the lawsuit. The other
portion of thelawsuit centered onthe
statusof thetrust land and whether itis
eligiblefor acasino. The NIGC has
argued that they do not make that
determination until the casino is
operationa, however, arecent lawsuit
inthe State of New York isrequiring
theNIGCtodothat during thesigning
of thestategaming compact. Thisruling
bolsters the opportunity of getting a
favorablerulinginfederd court. Given
this new information, expect to hear
moreon thefederal lawsuit inthe near
future.
Liquor License

We would like to thank the many
citizens who wrote letters to the
Washington State Liquor Control Board
over thelast few months. TheBoard
has received more letters over this
licensethan any previousliquor license.
At thispoint wedo not know whenthe

Waysto get involved...

themon
| Contributeto the cause

Available resources...

www.citizensdliance.org

blingwww.ncag.org

[ | Writeletterstolegidators. Voiceyour opposition. Contact NCCA at
255-3885 or 354-5656 for assistance

[ | Writeto theliquor control board

| Put upa“No Casino” sign--if you need help, Ivan and Kay Likkel
will put oneup for you or replace your old one. 354-2208

[ | Sign theenclosed petition and get othersto Sign also

[ | Beinformed--lotsof info and booksat Jon’s Truck Repair--then pass|

[ | ElaineWillman andthe Citizen’sEqud RightsAlliance

[ | Rev. Tom Grey and the National CoalitionAgainst Legalized Gam

| Prof. JohnW. Kindt’sgambling research www.citizenling.org/fos/
gambling/cog/A000001154.cfm

[ | Focusonthe Family www.citizenling.org and www.citizenling.org/
fos/gambling

[ | News and resources posted at www.agyes.org

Craig Mayberry

Liquor Board will rule, but it seems
certainthat thisissuewill betied upfor
alengthy appeals process. It isour
understanding that the State Attorney
General’s office is reviewing the
information and providing a
recommendationto theLiquor Control
Board as the Nooksack Tribe has
threatened to appeal if turned down.
Wewould dsoliketo thank Sheriff Bill
Elfo who has been very vocal in his
opinionsthat the proposed casinoisa
public safety issue. Despite a fair
amount of pressurefrom the Nooksack
Tribeto change hismind, he has stuck
to thefactsand has not backed down.
Next NCCA Forum

On Feb. 8 at 7 PM at the Lynden
Senior Center weareprivileged to have
ElaineWillmanreturn. Elaineisthe
chairman of the Citizen'sEqual Rights
Alliance (CERA) and hasbeen active
ontriba casnoissuesfor many years.
She will be able to provide our
community insights into national
discussions taking place in those
mestings. If you missed the opportunity
tohear MSWillman previoudy, takethe
time to join us on Feb. 8 as she will
share additional information she has
gleanedin her study of thisissue.



We need your
support!

Thank you for your supportin
2006. The conflict continues
thisyear and the NCCA needs
your continued financial
support. Research, legal
action, and lawyer fees
requirealot of money.
Therefore we are asking you
to step up and help our
community by preventing the
Northwood Crossing Casino
from opening itsdoors. Send
your contributionsto:

NCCA
Box 934
Lynden, WA 98264

Thank you again,
Virgil Stremler
fundraising chair

SCHOOLS
NOT
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Not much progressthiswinter

The progress has slowed considerably on the Northwood Crossing Casino. A very
small crew continues to work on the structure of the building.

Silence I1s consent

If you donot giveyour consent toacasino being built
near Lynden, WA sign the petition below and mail it
to P.O. Box 934, Lynden, WA 98264. Wefedl itisvitd
for the preservation and well-being of our community.

Signature  Printed Name Address
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Reflections from board member, Bernie Mulder

Many inthiscommunity have
been on arollercoaster of events, an-
nouncementsand emotionsfor thelast
six months. | want to take thisoppor-
tunity to reflect on what has happened
and recap some things that we have
experienced and learned together asa
community

After monthsof rumorsand con-
tinued denialsby the Nooksack Tribe
that acasino wasgoing to bebuilt north
of Lynden, the announcement finally
camelast May.

Many wereoutraged that there
was no public comment and we were
all told thiswasthe sovereign right of
thelocal NativeAmericantribewhile
wewereto St and watch becauseit was
a“donedeal.” I, like many othersat
that time, thought therewasnothingwe
could do as community membersto
changethisoutcome.

Many 4ill believethereisnoth-
ing we can do. To those who believe

North County Community Alliance

email address:
jonstruckO5@hotmail.com

web site: www.agyes.org/

nothing can bedone, | and other mem-
bersof North County Community Alli-
ance (NCCA) have worked hard for
thelast Ssx monthsto provethat some-
thing can bedone.

“Silenceisconsent” became
our battle cry. For usto do nothing was
tosay, “It'sokay for you to comeinto
our community uninvited and disrupt our
way of life.” Thenwelearned that we
wer enot alone. Thisishappening all
over our country and othersarefight-
ing back aswell.

Thosethat viewed our opposition
to the casino as racism were spurred
on by theuninformed mediaaswell as
by otherswho did not know thefacts
and thereforelabeled uswrongly. Let
usbevery clear onthisissue: Itisnot
the messenger sweopposg, it isthe
product they deliver. Weasacom-
munity harbor noill will towardsnative
Americans, but we cannot and will not
condone something that will forever

change our
community,
families,
and neigh-
borhoods
for the
worst.

I's
there hope?Yesthereisand we can
win becausethetruth ison our side.
[twill takemuch effort by aunited com-
munity and we must never give up,
never giveup, never giveup!

For those of you who have begun
tohdpusinthiscrucid campaign, thank
you! Thank youfor thelettersyou sent
to the State Liquor Board, the Attor-
ney Generd’soffice, and the Governor.
Also, thank you for the contributions
you have sent usto sustain our opposi-
tion. Thisisacostly conflict, lawyers
are expensive, and we need all the
money you arewilling to contributeto
thisjust cause.

North County Community Alliance

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 934
Lynden, WA 98264

Telephone #:
360-255-3885

Alliance Board
Jon and Sharice Ballou

Craig Mayberry
Bernie and Starla Mulder
Virgil and CheetahStremler

Ivan and Kay Likkel
Dewey and Lori Honcoop  Janet Roebuck
Rick Vander Veen
Tom Williams
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